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On the Sulphur Trade of Sicily, and the Commercial Relations 
between that Country and Great Britain. 

Sixteen months have elapsed since the commerce between this 
country and Sicily has been paralysed by the establishment of a 
monopoly of the sulphur trade in the latter island by the Sicilian 
Government. The effects of this measure may be estimated by 
the fact, that while 40,740 tons of sulphur were imported into 
the United Kingdom in 1837, and 44,653 tons in 1838, only 
22,160 tons were imported during the year ended 10th October, 1839, 
and of this quantity no more than 5,400 tons were brought direct from 
Sicily, although previously almost the whole of the importations had 
been from that country. The price also which in 1836 and 1837 aver- 
aged 6/. 10*. or 11. per ton, has risen to \Zl. or 14/. per ton, an increase 
of 100 per cent. This check to the trade has already caused great in- 
convenience and loss to the parties engaged in the importation of sul- 
phur, and to those who employ it or its products in large branches of 
manufacture ; and these evils would have been greatly enhanced, if it 
had not happened that the stocks of sulphur both in this country and in 
France were very large at the time when the monopoly came into ope- 
ration, as will be presently shown, so that hitherto the limitation of the 
supply has not been so much felt as the excessive rise in the price. At 
present, however, the stocks are nearly exhausted, the monopoly is still 
in force, and its full effects upon our commerce and manufactures are 
about to be realised, unless the efforts of our government prove speedily 
successful in obtaining its abolition. 

The sulphur trade of Sicily is of great importance to this country. 
Sulphur is the base of oil of vitriol, and of almost all the acids and 
alkalis which are used so extensively in various manufacturing pro- 
cesses. Among the principal of these may be mentioned bleaching, 
and the discharging of colours in dyeing. It is also required for the 
manufacture of gunpowder, and for various medicinal and other useful 
purposes. The rapid increase of the quantities consumed in this 
country will be seen from the following statement of the quantities im- 
ported and entered for consumption in the United Kingdom since the 
year 1820. 



StTLPHUB TBADB or THE UNITED KlNODOK. 


Years. 


Imported. 


Entered for 
Consumption. 


Years. 


Imported. 


Entered for 
Consumption. 




Tons. 


Tons. 




Tons. 


Tons. 


1820 


4,650 


5,602 


1830 


12,136 


13,221 


1821 


5,692 


6,231 


1831 


14,472 


14,804 


1822 


4,956 


7,582 


1832 


17,077 


16,465 


1823 


8,644 


7,692 


1833 


20,487 


19,082 


1824 


9,065 


8,293 


1834 


25,390 


22,178 


1825 


10,936 


13,421 


1835 


30,720 


30,838 


1826 


12,599 


11.654 


1836 


33,358 


25,692 


1827 


10,918 


10,373 


1837 


40,740 


37,486 


1828 


13,993 


14,498 


1838 


44,653 


33,978 


1829 


15,104 


15,709 
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From this it appears that the average consumption during the five 
years from 1820 to 1824 was 7,080tons. In 1825, the duty was reduced 
from 15/. to 10*. a ton ; in consequence of which the importation and 
consumption immediately increased, and during the subsequent ten 
years the latter averaged annually 15,140 tons, or double the quantity 
consumed during the previous period. During the last four years the 
increase was much more rapid, the annual consumption having again 
doubled, and averaging 32,000 tons. In 1837 it amounted to 37,486 
tons. In France, also, the consumption has greatly increased, although 
not to the same extent. From 1825 to 1833 it remained nearly sta- 
tionary, and averaged 11,844 tons; during the next five years to 1838 
it averaged 18,625 tons, an increase of 57 per cent. The importation, 
however, greatly exceeded the consumption ; in 1838 it amounted to 
40,618 tons, or more than double the consumption ; and consequently, 
at the close of the latter year, the stock in bond had accumulated to the 
amount of 27,495 tons, which was equal to eighteen months' consump- 
tion. The stock in bond in the United Kingdom was also large at the 
same time, and amounted, on the 10th of October of that year, to 20,349 
tons, or about seven or eight months' consumption, exclusive of the 
quantities in the hands of dealers. 

The following table furnishes a complete view of the trade of France 
in this article since 1825. 



Sulphur Trade of France. 


Years. 


Imported. 


Taken for 

Consumption. 


In Bond on 
31st December. 




Tons, 


Tons. 


Tons. 


1825 


13,597 


10,359 


5,635 


1826 


16,278 


15,524 


6,330 


1827 


13,595 


12,546 


5,929 


1828 


12,181 


13,352 


3,898 


1829 


12,712 


10,423 


4,062 


1830 


12,013 


12,663 


2,661 


1831 


8,572 


8,574 


720 


1832 


14,357 


12,207 


1,088 


1833 


14,180 


10,948 


4,131 


1834 


20,750 


18,260 


5,703 


1835 


21,263 


18,253 


7,427 


1836 


30,660 


23,069 


10,690 


1837 


19,758 


15,338 


10,772 


1838 


40,618 


18,207 


27,495 



Sicily is th e only country in which sulphur has hitherto been pro- 
duced in sufficient quantities, and easily available for commercial pur- 
poses. It is known to exist in other parts of the world, in Iceland, 
Teneriffe, St. Vincent's, &c, but the expense of obtaining it from these 
places is so great as to have deterred parties from seeking it there while 
the trade with Sicily remained open. It may also be extracted from 
pyrites and from gypsum (plaster of Paris,) and there can be little doubt 
that, if the monopoly be mairitained in Sicily, means will be adopted by 
the enterprising manufacturers of England to supply their wants from 
some of. these sources. Already one cargo of sulphur has been im- 
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ported from Iceland, and has fetched, at the present rates, a remunera- 
ting price. Invention has also been busy to improve the processes by 
■which sulphur may be extracted from the above-mentioned substances, 
and it has been found that it may be obtained in much larger quanti- 
ties, and at a much smaller cost, than has hitherto been supposed. 
Nothing, therefore, can exceed the impolicy of the Sicilian government 
in establishing the existing monopoly : for not only has it checked the 
rapidly increasing consumption of England and France, which, as will 
be presently shown, are almost the sole consumers of Sicilian sulphur, 
but it threatens the total ruin of the trade of Sicily in that article, by the 
discovery of other sources of production, or of substitutes which will 
render the use of it unnecessary. 

During the six years from 1833 to 1838, England took 49 per cent, 
of the whole quantity of sulphur exported from Sicily, and France 43 
per cent., leaving only 8 per cent, to be distributed among all other 
countries, and part of this was shipped to Malta and destined for con- 
sumption in England. This is shown in the following Table, the Sici- 
lian measure being converted at the rate of 13 cantars to one ton. 



Years. 


Sulphur exported from Sicily. 


Great 
Brilaio. 


France. 


Malta. 


Other 

Countries. 


Total. 


1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 


Tons. 

19,932 

26,324 

25,060 

35,200 

32,834 

28,872 


Tons. 
15,477 
22,832 
19,971 
24,937 
20,237 
36,161 


Tons. 
9,'221 


Tons. 
2,726 
2,874 
5,874 
5,659 
5,-716 
3,559 


Tons. 

38,136 

52,047 

50.905 

65,798 

58,788 

77,814 



The productive power of the Sicilian mines cannot be estimated very 
accurately. The average annual exportation, which is identical with 
the produce, of the last six years, was 57,245 tons, but an extraordinary 
stimulus existed during the last three years of this period ; and it has 
been stated that, for the next seven years, with the usual mode of 
working the mines, it probably would not average more than 54,000 
tons, although, if machinery were introduced, it might rise to 80,000 
tons. The Sicilian government proposed to limit the exportation to 
46,153 tons (600,000 cantars), which is less than the average consump- 
tion of England and France during the last five years, and wholly in- 
adequate to meet the growing demand of those countries. 

The price of sulphur in Sicily has undergone great fluctuations, and 
particularly within the last ten years. 







£, ». 
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From 1808 to 1811 it 


averaged 


4 6 


per ton 


1812 — 1819 




6 2 
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1829 — 1824 




4 5 


„ 


1825 — 1831 
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,, 


1832 — 1834 




7 19 


,, 


1835 and 1836 
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,, 


1837 
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3 9 
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These are the mean prices of second good sulphur, which is the ave- 
rage quality, free on board at Palermo, and are shown more in detail in 
the following Table. 



(0 


Prices in 


Prices in English Money 


£ 


Prices in 


Prices 


n English Money 


$ 


Sicilian Tari 


per Ton. 






Sicilian Tari 




per Ton, 


>• 


per Cantar. 


58Tari=i61. 




r- 


per Cantar. 


58 Tari =£1. 






£. s. d. £. s. 


d. 






£. *. 


d. £. s. d. 


1808 


15 to 18 


3 11 0ro4 4 


10 


1823 


16 to 18 


3 15 


8to 4 4 10 


1809 


17 —18 


4 3—4 4 


10 


1824 


15 —16 


3 11 


0— 3 15 8 


1810 


18 —20 


4 4 10—4 14 





1825 


12 —14 


2 17 


3—365 


1811 


18£— 22 


4 7 2—5 3 


2 


1826 


HJ— 13 


2 14 


11— 3 1 10 


1812 


22 — 24| 


5 3 2—5 14 


6 


1827 


11^ — 13 


2 14 


11— 3 1 10 


1813 


26 


6 1 7 




1828 


114—13 


2 14 


11— 3 1 10 


1814 


21 —25 


4 18 7—5 17 





1829 


1 0,1— 12 


2 10 


4— 2 17 3 


1815 


21 —26 


4 18 7—6 1 


7 


1830 


104 — 13 

13$— 18 


2 9 


2—3 1 10 


1816 


26 —38 


6 1 7—8 16 


11 


1831 


3 4 


1—4 4 10 


1817 


27 —30 


6 6 3—7 


1 


1832 


18 —38 


4 4 


10— 8 16 11 


1818 


27 —30 


6 6 3—7 


1 


1833 


38 —45 


8 16 


11—10 9 1 


1819 


24 —26 


5 12 5—6 1 


7 


1834 


21 —45 


4 18 


7—10 9 1 


1820 


19 —22 


4 9 5—5 3 


2 


1835 


17 —23 


4 


3—579 


1821 


18 — 20£ 


4 4 10—4 16 


3 


1836 


16|—23 


3 19 


1—579 


1822 


18 —19 


4 4 10—4 9 


5 


;1837 


13J- 15J 


3 4 


2— 3 12 2 



In 1832, when an increased demand for sulphur arose in England 
and France, a sudden rise of 163 per cent, took place in the price, and 
in the two following years the price reached the highest rate fixed under 
the monopoly, viz. 10/. 9s. This rise was followed by an excessive in- 
crease of production : certain parties, among whom were the projectors 
of the monopoly, speculated largely in the purchase of sulphur; the 
markets were overstocked, and the price fell again in 1835 ; but even in 
1837 it had not reached the low average of the six years preceding 1832. 
It is stated that, in 1837, the consumption had again overtaken the pro- 
duction, and that prices must have been at the point of rising from 
natural causes, when they were forced up to the extent of 100 per cent. 
by the intelligence of a monopoly being projected. 

The sulphur mines are the property of individuals ; and it does not 
appear that any of them belong to the King of Naples, or that he ever 
derived any revenue from them. Previous to the establishment of the 
monopoly, there was no duty or restriction of any kind upon exporta- 
tion. From 15 to 20 English Firms settled in Sicily were engaged in 
the sulphur trade. Some had purchased leases of mines, and invested 
capital in machinery and apparatus for working them, and about 
30,000 tons of British shipping were annually employed in the com- 
merce. 

Such were the circumstances of the trade, when a project was pre- 
sented to the Sicilian government in 1836, by M. Taix, a Frenchman, 
for establishing a company which was to have the exclusive right, during 
a period of ten years, of purchasing at fixed prices, and exporting what- 
ever sulphur might be produced in Sicily, upon undertaking to spend 
10,000/. a-year in constructing roads, and exporting one-third of the 
quantity produced in Sicilian vessels. It appears that M. Taix is a 
Carlist refugee, and a partisan of the Duchesse de Berri. He, and other 
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parties who supported him, had contracted to take a large quantity of 
sulphur, and having also large stocks on hand in France at the time 
■when the prices fell, which they could neither sell at the reduced price 
nor hold any longer, had devised this expedient to save themselves from 
loss. The plan was supported by many Sicilian mine-owners, with the 
expectation of obtaining higher prices for their produce, and by other 
parties with a hope of obtaining shares in the speculation. The Sicilian 
government was doubtless attracted by the benefit which the scheme 
promised to confer on Sicily, and on the shipping of that country ; and it 
is openly asserted that other and less creditable arguments were em- 
ployed to obtain the favour of some of the members. The British 
merchants in Sicily, alarmed at this scheme, remonstrated against 
it through the British minister at Naples, and an assurance was given 
that no such project would be adopted. This answer was deemed satis- 
factory, and the matter rested until September, 1837, when the scheme 
being revived, further remonstrances were addressed to the Sicilian 
government, and repeatedly renewed, although with but partial success. 

In order to understand the grounds upon which the objections of the 
British merchants rested, it will be necessary to show the footing upon 
which the commercial intercourse of the two countries exists. By the 
treaty of 181 6, between Great Britain and the Two Sicilies, the subjects 
and commerce of each are placed on the footing of the most favoured 
nation in the country of the other. The two articles which bear upon 
the present question are the 4th and 5th, parts of which it will be de- 
sirable to quote here at length. 

Art. 4. " His Majesty the King of the Two Sicilies promises that Bri- 
tish commerce in general, and the British subjects who carry it on, 
shall be treated throughout his dominions upon the same footing as the 
most favoured nations, not only with respect to the persons and property 
of the said British subjects, but also with regard to every species of 
article in which they may traffic, and the taxes or other charges payable 
on the said articles or on the shipping in which the importations shall 
be made." 

Art. 5. " With respect to the present privileges to be enjoyed by 
the subjects of His Britannic Majesty in the kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies, His Sicilian Majesty promises" (among other things) " that they 
shall be entitled to occupy dwellings and warehouses, and to dispose of 
their personal property of every kind and description, by sale, gift, 
exchange, or will, and in any other way whatever, without the smallest 
loss or hindrance being given them on that head. They shall not be 
obliged to pay, under any pretence whatever, other taxes or rates than 
those which are paid, or that hereafter may be paid, by the most favoured 
nations in the dominions of his said Sicilian Majesty." 

To oblige, therefore, British merchants owning sulphur, or having 
mines producing sulphur, to sell their property to certain individuals, 
would be obviously a breach of the 5th Article of the treaty, as they 
would be hindered from disposing of their property according to their 
pleasure. The Sicilian government was, therefore, forced to modify 
their first project; but the prospect of immediate advantage to the 
revenue was so great, and the secret influence before alluded to was so 
irresistible, that, in spite of the urgent remonstrances of the British mer- 
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chants and of the representatives of Great Britain and France at Naples, 
and in contempt of the representations which were made of the serious 
evils which the measure would inevitably entail upon the mines and 
trade of Sicily, the negotiations with M. Taix were continued, and on 
the 4th July, 1838, notice of the conclusion of the contract was 
publicly given at Palermo, and the date of the monopoly coming into 
operation was fixed for the 1st of the ensuing August. 

This contract is remarkable both for the nature of its provisions, and 
the secrecy with which it was negotiated. Its results, as were foretold, 
have been already most injurious to the commerce of Sicily, and 
threaten it, if the monopoly be maintained, with total ruin. The follow- 
ing is an outline of the principal provisions, with such observations as 
their perusal suggests : — The government of Naples enters into a con- 
tract with the firm of Messrs. Taix, Aycard, and Co. for the term of ten 
years, from the 1st August, 1838. The capital of the Company is to 
consist of 1,200,000 ducats (200,000/.*), of which three-fourths are to 
be paid up before October, 1838, and one-fourth is to be offered to 
owners of mines and to Sicilian subjects. [The object of this appro- 
priation of one-fourth was evidently to purchase the favour of interested 
parties, who might otherwise have opposed the measure.] The govern- 
ment on its side adds 600,000 ducats, or 100,000/. to the capital. 
Three Royal Commissioners are named by the King to represent the 
government in the enterprise, and to superintend the exact fulfilment of 
the contract. The previous annual exportation of sulphur being esti- 
mated at 900,000 cantars (69,230 tons), it is fixed that only two-thirds 
of that quantity shall in future be produced, lest the mines should be 
exhausted and the trade overstocked. [This was the ground upon which 
the monopoly was defended, but a subsequent clause in the contract 
anticipates and provides for an increased amount of exportation by 
securing one-third of the profits of such further sale to the government. 
So that, in fact, there is no real check upon the Company, as they 
are enabled to export as much as they can sell with profit, and 
it is the interest of the government, as well as of the Company, to 
abandon the grounds upon which it was attempted to justify the 
monopoly, and to push the trade to its utmost extent.] Compensation 
is to be made to the proprietors of mines for the quantity which they 
will not be allowed to raise, at the rate of four tari per cantar (15s. 2d. 
per ton), or 120,000 ducats upon 300,000 cantars. The annual pro- 
duce of each mine is to be ascertained by the average of the four years 
from 1834 to 1837; or, if shut at present, by, the produce of the last 
year in which it was worked. For one-third of this average the above 
compensation is to be paid by the company. [So that no allowance is 
made for the improvements introduced into the system of working the 
mines, or for the increased power created by the machinery recently 
erected, and all further extension of production is threatened to be 
stopped.] The remaining two-thirds may be sold to the Company, or 
exported at the pleasure cf the owners. In the first case 1 the Company 
is obliged to purchase all sulphur offered to them, to the extent of 
600,000 cantars per annum, but at fixed prices varying from 21 to 25 
tari, or carlini, per cantar, according to the quality, viz. — 

* 5*85 ducats, or in round number 6 ducats, equal £1 sterling. 
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First quality of Talamone 25 carlini per cantar. 

First quality of Lieata . ..... 24 ,, 

Second good ditto .......23 , , 

Third ordinary ditto 22 , , 

Third good and third ordinary ... 2 1 , , 

paying for one half promptly, and for the other half by instalments. 
The Company must not demand more than 41 to 45 carlini per cantar, 
free on board, according to the same scale of quality. [This increase of 
price amounts to 80 a 95 per cent., without any advantage except to 
the monopolists.] If the owners prefer exporting their produce direct, they 
are obliged to pay 2 dueats per cantar, or 41. 14*. per ton to the Company. 

For these privileges the Company is to pay annually to the Govern- 
ment 400,000 ducats (68,000/.). an d is obliged to pay to the proprietors 
of mines one-third in advance upon sulphur, for the delivery of which 
good security can be given. The Company further engages to establish, 
within four years, at its own expense, a manufactory of sulphuric acid, 
of sulphate of sode and of soda, and to employ and teach a certain 
number of Sicilian apprentices. On the other hand, the Government 
grants the title of " Royal " to the sulphur refinery of M. Taix at 
Girgenti, with permission to export 20,000 cantars of sublimed sulphur 
free of duty ; for which further privilege M. Taix engages to supply 
the War and Marine departments with brimstone without charge. 

Such are the provisions of this extraordinary contract, by which, in 
order to raise an annual revenue of 400,000 ducats, the Sicilian Govern- 
ment advances 600,000 ducats, and taxes its own commerce to the 
annual extent of three times the revenue received. For it was expected 
that the Company would derive at least as much profit from the sulphur 
which it purchased as from that which was exported direct, viz., 2 
ducats per cantar ; the total revenue, therefore, of the Company would, 
according to this calculation, be 1,200,000 ducats per annum, upon the 
limited produce of 600,000 cantars. The annual expenses were esti- 
mated at 400,000 ducats for the stipulated payment to the Government, 
120,000 ducats as compensation to the mine-owners for the sulphur 
which they were prevented from raising, and 100,000 ducats for ex- 
penses of agents, &c. ; making an aggregate of 620,000 ducats, which 
would leave a difference or profit of 580,000 ducats, or 96,000/. The 
other privileges of the Company might be balanced with their obliga- 
tions. Thus, while the Government only received 400,000 ducats, the 
Company was to receive 520,000, and the trade was to be charged with 
2 ducats per cantar, a sum equal to the cost price of the average quality 
of sulphur ; whereas an export duty of two-thirds of a ducat would 
have yielded an equal revenue to the Government, even upon the 
limited produce of 600,000 cantars ; and if the past produce of 900,000 
cantars were maintained, a duty of half a ducat would have yielded a 
larger revenue. 

But when the probable effects of the measure upon the commerce of 
Sicily itself be considered, together with its certain injury to that of 
Great Britain, whose intercourse with that country has been for some 
time upon a very extended footing, it is scarcely to be conceived how 
such a measure could have been adopted by the Sicilian Government. 
It is also a matter of just complaint, that no sufficient warning was 
given of the intended change. It appears to hare been the design of 
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the Sicilian Government to take foreign merchants by surprise. The 
British and French ministers at Naples were kept in ignorance of the 
plan until it was officially published ; they endeavoured in vain to pro- 
cure an outline of it, when it was under the consideration of some 
members of the Sicilian Government. It was never brought before the 
Council of State, according to the usual course with respect to such 
measures ; and those ministers who were opposed to the measure are 
stated to have been kept in ignorance of the proceedings of their col- 
leagues. There was also a departure from the usual form in the pub- 
lished notice of the edict, and some inconsistencies of dates with regard 
to the King's sanction of the contract, which afford evidence of the un- 
usual manner in which it was hurried forward. But more open steps 
were taken to prevent the exportation of sulphur during the interval be- 
tween the publication of the notice and the time of the measure coming 
into operation. Orders were given at an unusual period to prevent the 
burning of sulphur at Girgenti, in consequence of which 24 vessels 
lost their cargoes. Another method adopted for the same purpose was 
the appointment of an officer to see that every cantar had its proper 
weight ; by which means, if it had been persevered in, shipments would 
have beeu wholly stopped. This measure, however, the authorities 
were obliged to abandon. 

The effects of this monopoly upon British commerce and the inte- 
rests of British subjects have been very serious, and constitute, in 
several ways, a breach both of the letter and of the spirit of the treaty. 

First. British lessees of mines have been prevented from working 
their mines beyond a certain limited extent, which has been calculated 
in a manner particularly unfavourable to all those mines in which im- 
proved methods of working and the use of machinery have been intro- 
duced. The value of their investments has therefore been destroyed, 
as their hope of future remuneration for their past outlay is rendered 
vain by the monopoly. This is clearly a breach of the fifth article of 
the treaty, which enacts that British subjects shall not be prevented 
from " disposing of their property by sale, " or " in any other way, 
without the smallest loss or hindrance." 

Secondly. The owners of mines and the holders of sulphur in Sicily 
are obliged either to sell their property to the Company at a fixed rate ; 
or, if they prefer to export it themselves, they must pay to the Com- 
pany an export duty of 2 ducats per cantar, which, as has been before 
stated, is nearly equal to 100 per cent, upon the cost price. It is cal- 
culated that the amount paid by the Company to the Government and 
to the mine-owners for its privileges is only 8f carlini per cantar ; there- 
fore the duty of 2 ducats (20 carlini), which other parties must pay, is 
more than double that amount. Moreover the Government, acting by 
the Company, has the power of limiting the exportation of sulphur to 
600,000 cantars per annum ; so that when that amount has been ex- 
ported in any year, the British merchant will have no power of dis- 
posing of his stock, not even to the Company, which is not obliged to 
purchase beyond the above amount. To compel British merchants to 
sell their property to the Company would obviously be a breach of the 
fifth article of the treaty already cited, and the Sicilian Government 
were aware of this, and therefore left an alternative, which cannot be said 
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to be a positive interference with the rights of property. But it imposes 
a higher tax upon sulphur thus exported direct than upon that exported 
by the Company, and therefore it may justly be asserted that British 
subjects are not " placed on the same footing as the most favoured 
nations " with regard to the taxes which they have to pay, as certain 
parties possess privileges from which they are altogether excluded. 

The consequence of this impost, which, until the large stocks in France 
and England are exhausted, amounts to a prohibition upon exportation, 
has been to cause the severest distress in Sicily. The stocks of sulphur 
have accumulated to the extent of 600,000 cantars, the working of the 
mines has consequently ceased, and the whole population of the sulphur 
districts have been thrown out of employment. Multitudes of these 
have become desperate robbers, who have rendered the country so insecure 
that it has been necessary to place it under military law. Persons can- 
not travel without an escort, and the number of arrests and executions 
has continued very great up to a late period. 

Thirdly. British owners of mines, holders of sulphur, and merchants 
in this country trading in sulphur, have been subjected to severe losses 
by the short notice which was given of the change, as in all cases of con- 
tract for future delivery, which is the usual practice in this trade, one of 
the parties has had to pay a ruinous duty wholly unforeseen at the time 
when the contract was arranged, or else to pay the penalty attached to a 
breach of contract. The publication of the edict took place on the 4th 
of July and it came into force upon the 1st of August following, so that 
there was no time to execute contracts made upon the island, still less to 
apprize merchants in England of the altered circumstances of the trade. 
The consequence was that very serious losses were incurred in this 
manner, and all redress was refused by the Sicilian government. The 
treaty does not provide for this case, but it is an infringement of the 
usage of nations, and an unjust act with regard to commerce, not to give 
sufficient notice of a change affecting foreign interests so seriously, and 
to admit of no relaxation in favour of existing contracts. On both points 
also it is contrary to precedent in Naples, when no unfair advantage was 
aimed at. In 1825, when the customs duties were altered, a notice of 
four months and a half was given ; and in 1829, when the exportation 
of cork was prohibited, leave was given to complete an existing contract 
a considerable time after the prohibition came into operation. 

Fourthly. British manufacturers have been injured by the scantiness 
of supply, which has enhanced prices to the extent of double their 
former amount; and which threaten, unless the monopoly be removed, 
to raise them to a ruinous height, or to force the adoption of substitutes, 
perhaps inferior in quality, and certainly much more costly in price. 
The tax upon British manufactures by the export duty alone amounts, 
upon the average consumption of the United Kingdom, estimated at 
35,000 tons, to above 180,000/. 

Fifthly. British shipping to a great extent has been thrown out of 
employment by the stoppage of the trade. This appears fully from a 
statement which has already been given to the public of the number of 
British ships that sailed from the ports of Sicily previous and subse- 
quent to the establishment of the monopoly, and which is here inserted. 
The first column, A, contains the annual average number of British 
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ships which sailed from each port to the United Kingdom previous to 

1838, and the second, B, contains the number which sailed during the 
fifteen months from the 1st of August, 1838, to the 1th of November, 

1839, during the continuance of the monopoly : — 

A. B. 

Palermo 112 . . 71 

Messina 196 . . 73 

Catania 34.. 5 

Girgenti 74 . . 5 

Licata 68.. 3 

484 157 

The returns for the ports of Marsala, Trapani, and Terra Nova, ar e 
not given, but in the above five ports the difference amounts to 327 
British ships, varying from 120 to 350 tons each, which have been 
driven out of the trade by the monopoly. 

And lastly, British commerce is prejudiced by being placed upon a 
worse footing than that of other parties in the trade with Sicily, which is 
clearly against the spirit of the treaty. 

It must not be supposed that the British merchants have passively 
submitted in silence to the evils thus inflicted upon them, nor that the 
British government has been remiss in endeavouring to obtain a removal 
of the monopoly, and redress for the injury already inflicted ; nor could 
it be expected that a monopoly, so contrary to the most simple principles 
of commercial policy, and so unjust towards the parties most interested 
in the trade, could maintain itself. Within a very short time after its 
establishment, M. Taix applied to the Sicilian Government for a modifi- 
cation of his contract, which was refused ; and it is understood that it 
has been found absolutely impossible for the Company to fulfil its obli- 
gations. But month after month has elapsed, and the monopoly still 
exists. It is stated, however, upon good authority, that the British 
Government have at length been successful in obtaining from the govern- 
ment of Sicily a formal pledge to abolish the monopoly at an early 
period, and to remove by a new treaty the differential duties imposed upon 
British navigation in the ports of Sicily. If this pledge be kept, the 
more serious evil which threatens our manufacturing interests will be 
averted, and it will only remain to obtain reparation from the Sicilian 
government for the losses already incurred. These it will be very diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to estimate ; much patience therefore must be 
maintained by the parties interested : and it may eventually happen 
that they must be content to dispense with compensation for their past 
sacrifices in order to secure an unrestricted and profitable trade for the 
future. 

The history of the commercial relations between Great Britain and 
Naples affords a most instructive lesson upon the uselessness of one 
country seeking to obtain a commercial advantage from another without 
rendering an equivalent for it ; and of the extreme folly and mischief 
of commercial reprisals. For a long period previous to 1816, the 
British flag, as well as that of France and Spain, possessed certain 
privileges in the ports of Naples and Sicily. Among these was the right 
of exemption from search by the customs, which obviously opened a wide 
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door to smuggling, and rendered any attempts of the Sicilian Government 
to repress that practice almost useless. These privileges, Great Britain 
gave up by the treaty of 1816, in exchange for a remission of 10 per 
cent, in the duty upon British goods imported in British ships into 
the Sicilian dominions. Similar treaties were contracted about the 
same time with France and Spain. But this new privilege was found to 
be so injurious to the commerce of the Two Sicilies, that within a short 
time a similar advantage was granted to national vessels, and the follow- 
ing privileges were further granted to the national commerce, and were 
not extended to that of any other country. First, a remission of 10 per 
cent, upon the duties of exportation. Secondly, the export duty upon 
oil, shipped in national vessels, was reduced one-third, (from 30 to 20 
grains per stajo,) and the tonnage dues on such vessels carrying 
oil were fixed at one third below the amount paid by foreign vessels, viz. 
67 grains, instead of one ducat, or 100 grains. Thirdly, national vessels 
were allowed to export grain and vegetables of all kinds free from the 
duty which was imposed upon similar exports made in foreign vessels. 
This privilege, however, has been subsequently modified, if not entirely 
abandoned. Fourthly, a remission of 20 per cent, in the duties on mer- 
chandise imported in national vessels from the Baltic, and of 30 per 
cent, in those upon imports in such vessels from the East or West 
Indies, in addition, in both cases, to the 10 per cent, above mentioned 
upon importations from all countries. Fifthly, the tonnage dues upon 
national vessels, were fixed at 4 grains per ton, while the charge upon 
foreign vessels amounted to 40 grains per ton. 

By these means the Neapolitan Government hoped to restore to the 
national shipping the share which it had lost in the commerce of the 
country, and to a certain extent they succeeded ; but the favour thus 
shown to their own commerce, and to the shipping of England and 
France, effectually excluded the shipping of all other countries from 
Sicilian ports, and. induced the governments of several to lay very heavy 
differential duties upon Sicilian commerce visiting their ports. This 
occurred in Norway, Sweden, Prussia, Austria, and even in France and 
the United Kingdom ; and thus the advantages which Sicilian shipping 
possessed in its own country was neutralized by the disadvantages under 
which it laboured in other countries. It must also be mentioned that a 
farther encouragement was offered to the Sicilian marine, in the year 
1818, by exempting the cargoes of new ships, above 200 tons in size, 
from the payment of all export duties during the first two years after 
construction. 

All these measures, however, failed either in creating a substantial 
marine, or in placing the commerce of the country upon a sound and 
prosperous footing* In the mean time the impatience of the British 
Government to conclude a treaty of reciprocity with regard to navigation 
dues increased, but the Sicilian Government took no steps to meet them 

* This fact, as regards the first point, is shown, in a striking manner, by a com- 
parison of the Sicilian with the Sardinian commercial marine. The former amounted, 
in 1837, to 7,800 ships of 150,634 tons, averaging therefore less than 20 tons each ; 
while the latter, in the same year, amounted to 3,013 ships of 159,548 tons, averag- 
ing 53 tons each ; although the shore of the continental dominions of the King of 
Sardinia, to which the comparison alone applies, is much less extensive than that of 
Naples, and the population is a third less. 
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upon this point. Consequently the former adopted the measure of 
imposing a further differential duty upon Neapolitan oil, which excluded 
it entirely from the British market. On the other hand, the Sicilian 
Government has established a monopoly of the sulphur trade, which has 
inflicted serious injury upon British commerce ; and it is not at all 
improbable that, if that measure be maintained, further reprisals might 
be tried on the part of Great Britain in order to avoid the last resource, 
so much to be deprecated on every account, of an appeal to force. 
Thus from one false position, one vicious arrangement, in the early 
intercourse of the two countries, a commerce which might have been 
most profitable to both, where each had that to offer in exchange which 
the other did not possess, was nipped in the bud, and which, after suc- 
cessive injuries arising from the attempts of both parties to defeat the 
consequences of the vicious system by which they were enthralled, is at the 
present moment almost annihilated. 

It is, therefore, greatly to be desired that the new treaty, to which it is 
stated that the Sicilian Government has agreed, should be free from the 
fundamental error of the former treaty, and that the time may soon 
arrive when not only Naples and Great Britain, but every country in the 
world, will find that it is the best policy in commerce not to ask for a 
favour without granting an equivalent, nor to seek for an advantage to 
the exclusion of their neighbours ; and that the best guarantee for the 
commercial prosperity of a nation is the independence and impartial 
reciprocity of its commercial relations with other countries. R. 



Statistics of the Labouring Classes and Paupers in Notting/iam. 

(Communicated by W. Felkin, Esq., F.S.S.) 

The limits of the borough, which forms the boundary of the Nottingham 
Union, contained, in 1831, 10,407 inhabited houses, and 10,901 families, 
435 uninhabited houses, and 136 houses in process of construction. The 
number of inhabitants was 50,680. 

About 1,200 acres of common and partly open land surround the 
town, and are included in the borough. The impossibility of getting 
sufficient land close to the town, as sites for houses, has forced a po- 
pulation of about 20,000 persons to become located just beyond this 
encircling belt of common land. Within the town, which now con- 
sists of about 11,000 houses, the parish officers state that there are 
from 1,000 to 8,000 houses constructed back to back, having no means of 
thorough ventilation, and generally without other than a common con- 
venience to several dwellings : 200 dwellings are tinder long dressing 
rooms, places used for finishing lace, which are heated to 80° or upwards 
200 are in barracks, or flats with a common open staircase j there are 
more than 100 built over common conveniences : and there are between 
100 and 200 low kitchen dwellings. 

At the time when Nottingham was first visited with cholera, many 
rows of houses were found to be placed upon the drains, which were 
shallow, and, being without arches, were covered simply with the boards 
of the sitting-room floors. These, when shrunk by heat, allowed 



